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provides one evening clinic, and the Women’s Hospital
one clinic. During the year 1300 enamelled iron notices
have been fixed in factories and other places detailing
the facilities offered. The total cost of the venereal
diseases scheme during 1919, including the expenses
of clinics, pathological laboratories, and publicity,
amounted to .88573.

Contin2cozts ,Mercurial l’reatrnent. ,

The Bulletin de la Societe Pran&ccedil;aise de Dermatologie
et de Syphiligraphie, No. 2 (1920), publishes a com-

munication by Dr. Ch. Abadie on the Action of

Uninterrupted and Prolonged Mercurial Injections in
the Treatment of Certain Manifestations of Syphilis.
Dr. Abadie recommends the employment of intravenous
injections of cyanide of mercury in doses of a centi-
gramme three times a week. He insists on the import-
ance of continuing this treatment without interruption
over a period of.three to six months. Whatever may be
the theoretical arguments in favour of allowing periods
of rest, Dr. Abadie considers that in actual practice
better results are obtained by carrying on continuous
treatment. The cases under his care have been mainly
cases of ocular syphilis, such as chorio-retinitis. In

many apparently hopeless cases marked improve-
ment resulted from the adoption of prolonged and
uninterrupted treatment with cyanide of mercury. He
recommends the employment of this method in other
rebellious forms of syphilis, such as leucoplakia, cardiac
syphilis, and the dystrophies and spastic paralysis of
childhood.

Expert Exanzination in Law Suits.
In view of the greatly increased attention which is

being devoted to the medical and sociological aspects of
venereal disease it is reasonable to imagine that the
question of infection will be much more prominently
brought forward in the divorce and other courts than has
hitherto been the case. This would be so even if

legislation remained as it is at present, but, in view of
the new legal measures which are sure to be brought
into force by the pressure of public opinion, the definite
diagnosis of venereal disease will become of even

greater evidential value. We would here call attention
to a position which, unless it is largely modified, will
tend seriously to interfere with the course of justice.
Imagine the case of a man or woman seeking judicial
assistance, whether it be for divorce, separation, or other
form of redress, on the plea that his or her partner is
suffering from venereal disease. As matters are at

present the defendant might bring evidence from two
or three medical men to the effect that he or she had
been examined by them and found to be free from the
disease in question. The signatories to this evidence
need not necessarily be venerologists, and even if they
were there is no certitude that the examination upon
which their evidence is based would necessarily be
of the most searching nature. Owing, therefore, to
inefficient examination a serious miscarriage of justice
might ensue. We hold that in the interest of the

community the court should be able to order all such
cases to be examined by a venerologist selected for the
purpose. Should the present arrangement continue the
ends of justice will necessarily be frustrated. 

-

Royal .Free Hospital Post-graditate Coaerse.
A course has been arranged by the London (Royal

Free Hospital) School of Medicine for Women, the
Royal Free Hospital, the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
Hospital, and the London Lock Hospital for the instruc-
tion of qualified medical women in the treatment of
venereal diseases. The course will begin on Monday,
May 17th, at 5 P.M., and conclude on Saturday, May 29th.
The course will include out-patient clinics for women
and children by Dr. Margaret Rorke, Dr. Naomi Tribe,
Mr. J. E. Lane, and Mr. J. J. Abraham ; demonstra-
tions by Mr. Charles Gibbs and Dr. Elizabeth Lepper ;
visits to maternity wards and labour department under
Dr. Morna Rawlins ; and lectures by Mr. Lane and Mr.
J. E. R. McDonagh. Qualified medical women should
send in their names to Miss Louie M. Brooks, warden
and secretary of the Medical School. Fee for the whole Icourse, .65 5s. The library, refectory, and common
rooms at the Medical School are available for use by

the post-graduate students attending the course. The
course will be repeated during the second fortnight of
September. 

" Hoiv Al’ot two Do It."" Ho2v 1’ot to Do It." 
-

In a pamphlet on " Venereal Diseases and their
Treatment-How Not to Do It," just issued by the
National Association of Medical Herbalists of Great
Britain, an outline is given of the " orthodox treatment
of venereal diseases," which is stated to nullify "the
claim of the regular profession to any special know-
ledge of their origin and nature, or to any infallible
remedy for their cure." The conclusion is drawn that
" the Government are not justified in subsidising the
arsenical and mercurial remedies which are favoured
for the time being by the regular profession, and
still less are they justified in seeking to suppress all
unorthodox methods of treatment."

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

General Nursing Coitneit for Scotland.
THE appointment of the members of the General

Nursing Council for Scotland, established by the Nurses
Registration (Scotland) Act, 1919, has now been com-
pleted. The general composition of this Council was
described in your issue of Jan. 24th (p. 226). The
following is a list of the members of the Council :-

’4ppoitited by the Privy Council : Captain Charles B. Balfour,
C.B., Lord Lieutenant of the County of Berwick.

Appoirated by the Scottish Education Department : Miss Norah
Milnes, B.Sc., Director of the School of Social Study and
Training, Edinburgh University.
Appointed by the Scottish Board of Health : Dr. A. K.

Chalmers, Medical Officer of Health, Glasgow ; Dr. Katherine
Clark, Assistant Medical Officer to the Edinburgh Education
Authority ; Dr. H. E. Fraser, Medical Superintendent, Royal I
Infirmary, Dundee; Colonel D. J. Mackintosh, C.B., M.V.O.,
Superintendent, Western Infirmary, Glasgow ; Miss Margaret
Bell,Queen’s Nurse, Musselburgh ; Miss Kathleen L. Burleigh,
Matron, Royal Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh ; Miss
Annie Gill, R.R.C., Lady Superintendent of Nurses, Royal
Infirmary, Edinburgh; Miss Mary Hunter, Public Health
Department, Glasgow; Miss Elizabeth T. Jones, School
Nurse, Edinburgh Education Authority ; Miss Janet
Melrose, R.R.C., Matron, Royal Infirmary, Glasgow; Miss
Florence A. Merchant, Matron, Stobhill Hospital, Glasgow;
Mr. T. Prentice, Mental Hospital, Hartwood, Lanarkshire ;
Miss Margaret R. Stewart, Secretary and Treasurer, Scottish
Nurses’ Club.

Arrangements will be made by the Scottish Board of
Health for convening the first meeting of the Council
at an early date.

University of Glasgmv: Faulds Fellowships.
Under the bequest of the late William Brechin Faulds,

writer in Glasgow, four Faulds Fellowships have been
instituted in the Faculties of Arts, Medicine, Divinity,
and Law respectively. Each Fellowship is tenable for
three years, subject to the fulfilment of the prescribed
conditions. The stipend of each Fellow in any year
will be one-fourth of the net annual income of the trust
fund for the preceding year, and the Fellowship will be
awarded by the Senatus, on the recommendation of the
Faculty concerned, and will not be tenable along with
any other graduate Fellowship or Scholarship. Candidates
in Medicine must be men who have within the three
academical years immediately preceding the award

completed the medical curriculum by passing the Final
Professional Examination required for graduation, and
taken the degrees of M.B., Ch.B. The applications of
candidates in each Faculty will be considered by that
Faculty, who will take into account the candidates’
general academic record, the evidence of their capacity
for advanced study, inquiry, or research, and the results
of any independent work, published or unpublished,
which they may have undertaken, arranging for such
trial and oral or practical examination as may be
deemed necessary for their decision. During the tenure
of his Fellowship the Fellow must devote himself to
some branch of advanced study, inquiry, or research
recommended by his Faculty and approved by the 

’
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Senatus, and arrangements are provided for report to
the Faculty on his progress.

The Glasgow Post-grad11ate Medical Association.
At a recent joint meeting of the Faculty of Medicine

of the University of Glasgow and the General
Committee for Post-graduate Teaching, a compre-
hensive scheme for permanent post-graduate medical
teaching in Glasgow was adopted. The joint committee
recommend the formation of a central organisation,
to be known as the Glasgow Post-graduate Medical
Association, for arranging, coordinating, and administer-
ing the teaching in Glasgow and the West of Scotland.
The Board of the Association is to consist of repre-
sentatives of those teaching institutions which grant
facilities for post-graduate teaching, and of the teachers
themselves. The joint committee also issue certain
suggestions for the organisation of the courses. These are
to include " refresher " courses of four to six weeks’
duration for the general practitioner, to be held twice
a year ; weekly demonstrations for the benefit of local
practitioners; and advanced and comprehensive full-time
courses of six months’ duration, leading to a diploma,
on subjects such as obstetrics and child welfare, school
medical inspection, hygiene, tuberculosis, and venereal
diseases. It is emphasised that the future develop-
ment of the scheme depends largely on financial con-
siderations and the possibility of obtaining some

assistance from the Government.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Hnnger Strike in ]Ionntjoy Prison.
THE hunger strike of some 89 prisoners in Mountjoy

Prison, Dublin, last week, in order to obtain recognition
of status as political prisoners, placed the medical
officers of the prison in as difficult a position as any
in which a medical man can find himself. To have the
care of so many men gradually losing their hold on life
and to be ableto do next to nothing to prevent it-for
forcible feeding is no longer permitted-is very trying
for a humane member of our profession. The final
decision of the Government to release any prisoners
who, in the opinion of the medical officers of the prison,
were in danger of death, came in time to prevent any
calamity. It is not surprising to learn that prior to
this one medical officer felt himself compelled to resign
his post, and the health of the other was so injured by
the strain that he was subsequently rendered unfit for
duty. The humanity of the medical officers was recog-
nised by the friends of the prisoners, many of whom
mentioned it specially in conversations which have
since been published.

Ulster Medical Society.
At the ninth meeting of session 1919-20 of the Ulster

Medical Society, held on April 16th in the Belfast
Medical Institute, Mr. A. Fullerton being in the chair,
Dr. H. F. Lechmere Taylor (Edinburgh) and Dr. E.
Montgomery (Belfast) gave an account of medical
work in India. The main features in connexion
with the hospital which they described were the

infrequency of appendicitis and malignant disease, as
well as of abdominal tumours ; and the frequency of
stone, malaria, and cataract.

The TVater-s1tpply of Belfast.
The water in store on April 8th was (as reported at

the fortnightly meeting of the Belfast Water Com-
missioners held on April 16th) 2770 million gallons,
while on the same date in 1919 it was 2787 million

gallons. The estimated population at present being
supplied was - 443,492, and the daily consumption
averaged 17,610,000 gallons, which equalled 39’69 gallons
per head of the population, a larger amount than formerly
-that is, since the war. The matter is one, of course,
of urgent medical interest to us in Belfast.

The Queen’s Unive1"8ity of Belfast.
At a meeting of the Senate of the Queen’s University

of Belfast held on April 15th it was announced that Mr.

F. A. Heron, of Maryfield, near Belfast, proposes to give
the University a gift of .E5000, to be applied exclusively
for the teaching of physical chemistry. The Vice-
Chancellor having spoken of the great need of further
equipment in the faculties of medicine and science,
Lady Pirrier, in supporting him, said the Royal Victoria
Hospital and the University were complementary to
each other in their work, and she hoped the Vice-
Chancellor would assist in getting further subscriptions
for the hospital to meet its ever-increasing needs.

Poo7--lazv Dock’s’ Salaries.

On April 17th a joint application was presented to
the Omagh board of guardians for an increase of

salary on the part of the medical Poor-law officers
of Cavan, Donegal, Fermanagh, Monaghan, and

Tyrone. The application urged that the salaries of

dispensary doctors should be fixed at .S300 per annum,
rising annually by :S5 to .6400, with :E50 yearly as
medical officer of health ; that the salaries of work-
house medical officers should be X200 yearly, rising
annually by ae5 to reach :S300; that locum-tenents be
appointed at .E7 7s. weekly for dispensary districts, and
jE5 5s. for workhouse hospitals, or, where both duties
are combined, that the payment should be 910 10s.
a week ; and that one month’s leave be granted to
medical officers annually. There was prolonged silence,
I understand, after the above application was read, a
member of the Omagh board of guardians remarking
"that it had struck the members speechless." The
board adjourned the question indefinitely, a member
stating that the farmers would be bankrupt " if this
goes on." It is generally believed that no people in
Ireland have, since the beginning of the war, done
better than the farmers.

Apri] 19th. 
______________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Sew Regulations for the Sci 7e of Poiso2s.
THE increase in drug-taking and the abuse of

hypnotics have led to more stringent laws controlling
the sale of these substances. The law of July 12th,
1916, and the decree of Sept. 14th, 1916, have forbidden
the chemist to sell to the same person a quantity to
last more than seven days of any poisonous substance
named on the official list. After this time the patient
has to present a new prescription. The chemist who
renews an old prescription lays himself open to a fine of
1000 to 10,000 francs, to a term of imprisonment from
three months to two years, and to the erasion of his
name from the register. Also, prescriptions ordering
quantities of poisons for more than 20 days of treat-
ment have to be refused. These rules are obviously
inspired by the desire to combat the illicit traffic in
opium, morphia, and cocaine, but they. are also

applicable to other poisons on the official list,
including, for example, mercurial salts. Now these
are used for prolonged treatment in cases where it
is impossible to ask the patient to return every
week to his doctor or hospital for a new prescrip-
tion. Such cases include women who have been
ordered perchloride douches for vaginal discharges, and
syphilitics who are being treated by mercury in the
form of pills, taken twice daily in series of 40, with
monthly and later two-monthly remissions, for three or
four years. This method of treatment still has many
adherents among those suspicious of the uncertain
action of arsenobenzol and of the special conditions of
its administration. The Societe Medicale de 1’Est,
following a most careful report by M. Perrin, points out
that the difficulties thus introduced by the law will
encourage still further the tendency of the syphilitic
to neglect his treatment, and will hinder the fight
against venereal diseases. This society has decided to
press for the modification of the law on this point.

The Effects of the Paper Crisis.
The paper crisis may lead to the suspension of the

medical periodicals, already sorely tried by the printers’
strike last month. The difficulty cannot be overcome


